
Schedule of Meeting Times: 
 WKAC 1080 AM Sunday 7:30 AM    

 Study Sunday 10:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday Morn 11:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday Eve 5:00 PM 
  Singing every 2nd Sunday evening 
 

 Study Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Preacher / bulletin editor:  
 Kris Vilander, (256) 472-1065 
E-mail: kris@haysmillchurchofchrist.org 
Website: www.haysmillchurchofchrist.org  
 
Servants during June: 

Songleader: Peter (4), Stanley (11), 
Larry (18), Peter (25) 

Reading: Mike M  
Announcements: Stanley  
Table: Marty, Larry, Peter, Stanley  

Wednesday Lesson: Larry (7), Stanley 
(14), Kris (21), Larry (28) 

Lawn Mowing (week starting): Larry 
(4), Kris (11), Marty (18), Stanley (25) 

Meetings: Center View, June 25-28; 
Midway, June 25-30, Chuck Durham; 
East Albertville, June 25-30, Bill Hall 

 
Hays Mill church of Christ 
21705 Hays Mill Road 
Elkmont, AL 35620 

“You younger men, likewise, 
be subject to your elders; 
and all of you, clothe 
yourselves with humility 
toward one another, for 
GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE 
PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE 
TO THE HUMBLE,” 
 

— 1 Peter 5:5 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 “Examine everything carefully…” —1 Thessalonians 5:21 NASB 
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A Tale of Two Kings 
by Tim Morrison 

 
There are two Old Testament 

kings that seem to get often 
overlooked, yet when their lives are 
viewed in contrast they exemplify a 
key concept that must be learned by 
all who wish to follow God. The 
Bible says that, “God resists the 
proud, but gives grace to the 
humble,” Jas 4:6; 1 Pet 5:5. This can 
be demonstrated in the lives of 
Uzziah and Manasseh, kings of 
Judah. 

King Uzziah is listed as one of the 
good kings of Judah. We find his life 
recorded for us in 2 Chronicles 26. 
He did what was right in God’s eyes, 
and God caused him to prosper in 
everything he did as long as he 
sought God’s way (v. 5). Pay close 
attention to that qualification, 
because it is pivotal in the life of 
Uzziah. Verse 16 says, “But when he 
was strong his heart was lifted up, to 
his destruction, for he transgressed 
against the LORD his God by 

entering the temple of the LORD to 
burn incense on the altar of 
incense.” It appears that Uzziah let 
his success and the blessings of God 
go to his head. He seemed to think 
he could do whatever he wanted 
and still be acceptable to God. After 
all, hadn’t the Lord been with him in 
all of his other endeavors? But when 
he decided that he wanted to 
worship God by burning incense in 
the Temple, he was usurping a 
position that God had specifically 
given to the priests. Azariah the 
priest, with 80 others priests to back 
him up, warned Uzziah that God had 
specifically consecrated the priests, 
the sons of Aaron, to the 
responsibility and honor of burning 
incense in the Temple, and that it 
was not Uzziah’s place to encroach 
on this. Instead of humbling himself 
to submit to God’s will, Uzziah 
became angry at Azariah, and so 
God immediately struck Uzziah with 



leprosy. His son then took his place 
as king and Uzziah had to live out 
the remainder of his life in isolation. 

Now contrast the life of Uzziah 
with that of Manasseh as recorded 
in 2 Chronicles 33. Manasseh is 
listed as one of the “bad” kings of 
Judah. Although he was the son of 
Hezekiah, one of the best kings 
Judah ever had, he rebuilt the pagan 
idols that his father had torn down. 
Among his many sins, the Bible says 
he sacrificed his own son in fire, set 
up an image of Asherah in the Lord’s 
Temple, and led Judah to sin against 
God. Consequently, God brought in 
the armies of Assyria, who dragged 
Manasseh captive to Babylon. Here 
was Manasseh’s pivotal moment. In 
prison, Manasseh humbled himself 
and prayed to God. The Lord heard 
his prayer and returned him to 
Jerusalem. Manasseh then spent 
the rest of his life repairing the 
damage he had done. He removed 
the image of Asherah from the 
Temple and repaired the altar of the 
Lord. He cast the foreign idols out of 
Jerusalem, and led Judah to worship 
only the Lord. 

What can we learn from these 
two kings? 

My daughter was commenting a 
few weeks ago about how good God 
is to give everyone a second chance. 

How true! If God can forgive 
someone like Manasseh, then surely 
He can forgive us if we will likewise 
humble ourselves before Him. 
Hopefully, though, we can learn this 
from reading about Manasseh and 
not have to suffer such severe 
chastening in order to learn humility 
and obedience! 

We can learn two things from 
Uzziah. First, when we are 
prospering in God’s grace we must 
guard our hearts from pride, lest we 
begin to think that our own desires 
are equal to or superior to God’s 
expressed Will. Even if our desire is 
to worship God, we must make 
certain that our actions are in 
accordance with God’s Word. 
Second, if someone brings to our 
attention that we have transgressed 
God’s commands, we need to 
respond with humility. Puffed up 
with pride, Uzziah responded to 
Azariah’s correction with anger. You 
see, God was giving Uzziah a second 
chance, but Uzziah’s pride would 
not accept it. When we are 
corrected by an elder or by another 
Christian, we must not respond with 
pride-filled anger but instead 
submit ourselves to God’s 
chastening. Only in humble 
submission to God can we expect to 
receive the blessings of the Lord. 

 

Specialty Bibles 
by Whit Sasser 

 
Have you browsed through a 

religious bookstore or catalog 
recently? It’s hard to find a plain ole’ 
Bible anymore. Here’s a sampling of 
what the market offers today: 

The Living Insights Study Bible; The 
NIV Study Bible; The International 
Inductive Study Bible; The Spirit-Filled 
Life Study Bible; The Praise & Worship 
Study Bible; The Prophesy Study 
Bible; The African Heritage Study 
Bible; The Men’s Study Bible; The 
Women’s Devotional Bible; The Teen 
Study Bible; The Serendipity Bible; 
The One-Minute Bible; The Parenting 
Bible; The Personal Growth Bible. 

Based on current trends, I can’t 
wait to see what’s next! The 
Engineer’s Bible—with built in 
conversion charts for calculating the 
dimensions of Noah’s Ark; or the 
Scratch and Sniff Bible—with 
embedded aroma tabs in the column, 
so you can scratch and sniff what 

incense or other such things smell 
like? 

Seriously, what is to be said about 
all of these many “kinds” of “special” 
Bibles? It may be that some of these 
specialty Bibles have some good use (I 
have occasionally used a “study” Bible 
myself through the years) but some, 
however, advance human agendas 
and false doctrines. The proliferation 
of “specialty” Bibles makes it 
necessary to carefully distinguish 
between God’s Word and the 
comments of men. 

It may seem elementary and 
obvious to us, but many of those new 
to the Bible may not know that there 
is a difference between the Words of 
God and the comments and notes 
supplied by uninspired men. 

It is absolutely necessary to have a 
Bible, and some of the so-called 
“helps” included with many are good, 
but just let the buyer beware. 

 

 Remember in Prayer  
 

There are many that we petition 
God for on a regular basis: Betty; 
Buddy and Pam; Carolyn; Dot; John, 
Sylvia, and Paige Pollard; Joyce; and 
Mike Beckman. 

Let’s not forget those in 
authority in our government, locally 
and federally, as well as those in 
other nations; but especially 
remember other saints whose lives 
are affected by their decisions.  


